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who have replied to my query as to this expression,
but I fancy that none of the meanings suggested is
the right one. B. N. has not noticed that Philo
Junius is quoting, from the Journals of the House,
resolutions come to on March 8, 1704, not 1771.

Since sending you the query I have come across
a passage in the Spectator, No. 21, by which it
appears that the scarves worn by the clergy were
composed of the kind of silk called lutestring. So
that " to speak in lutestring " may mean to speak
as truthfully as a clergyman in his pulpit, or, as we
say, to speak the gospel truth. The passage is as
follows :—

" We may diride the Clergy into Generals, Field Officers,
and Subalterns. Among the first we may reckon Bishops,
Deans, and Arch-Deacons. Among the second are Doc-
tors of Divinity, Prebendaries, and all that wear scarfs.
The rest are comprehended under the Subalterns. As
for the first class, our constitution preserves it from any
redundancy of incumbents, notwithstanding competitors
are numberless. Upon a strict calculation it is found
that there has been a great exceeding of late years in the
second division, several brevets having been granted for
the converting of subalterns into Scarf-Officers; insomuch
that within my memory the price of lutestring is raised
above twopence in a yard."

HENRY M.
Possibly Junius may have had in his mind an

imperfect recollection of Orlando's answer to Jaques
(Shaks., As You Like It, III. ii.) : " Not so ; but
I answer you right painted cloth, from whence you
have studied your questions." The phrase I have
italicized may have clung to the writer's memory,
while its true interpretation in this passage, which
depends so entirely on the context, may have
escaped his recollection.

ARTHUR E. QUEKETT.

Shakespeare in another place gives a different
turn to this expression : " Nay, but his jesting
spirit; which is now crept into a lute-string and
now governed by stops" (Much Ado, III. ii.).

EDWARD H. MARSHALL, M.A.
Seville Villa, Forest Hill,S.B.
"CLEVER" (5th S. xii. 268, 375, 414).—If any

one would care to see more about this word he will
find a monograph on the subject in chap. x. of
Leaves from a. Word-Hunter's Notebook, published
nearly four years ago. I there distinguished the
word from Old Eng. diver, and identified it with
the very common old adjective <Wiuer=active,
adroit. Prof. Craik, however, had been before me
in this, in his English of Shakspere. The weak
point of the argument, as I formerly noted, is that
we should have expected d'liver to yield a form
gliver instead of ckver. There is no example, so
far as I know, of cl springing from dl. Having
committed myself to the statement that there is no
trace of clever having been in use before 1660, I
was a good deal surprised to find lately an apparent
instance more than a hundred years earlier. In
Sir S. D. Scott's History of the British Army,

vol. i. p. 287, is printed a letter from Senleger to
Henry VIII. in 1543 (quoted from Lingard, vol. vi.
ch. iv.), in which occurs the expression that the
Kernes were " both hardy and clever." On turn-
ng, however, to the State Papers, vol. iii. p. 444
1834), I discovered that the word actually used was
my old friend delyver, for which clever had been
instinctively substituted.

A. SJIT/THE PALMER.
Leacroft, Staines.

FUNERAL FOLK-LORE (5th S. xii. 148, 239,478).
—I have heard the same nonsense in Essex, with
the addition of a bill-hook or hatchet to clear the
way of obstruction in the soul's path to heaven ;
also of a tinder-box, flint, and steel to light the
candle, which MR. EOBERTS failed to put in ; or
will he tell us how the candle was to be lighted 1
If a sinner died far from bliss I should send a
baker, as one loaf would be insufficient for a long
journey, so would a solitary candle. No doubt it
" was all firmly credited," as MR. ROBERTS puts
it. It is simply a Protestant tradition respecting
Catholic neighbours. I have heard others equally
absurd—old tales given as new by Protestant clergy-
men on the public platform. I think it is gene-
rally known that in none of the ancient church-
yards would a priest be allowed to officiate at
the grave of a Catholic. To obviate this diffi-
culty the funeral service prescribed by the
Church at the burial of her children is read in
the house before the body is removed. In this
service earth is blessed and sprinkled with holy
water and deposited in the coffin with the deceased.
This by the illiterate is called "blessing the
grave." It is certain the Church prescribes no
more ; but it is possible, and even probable, that
the affection of survivors might include the crucifix
worn by the deceased, or even a favourite medal
or scapular—the last two, especially, if the deceased
was a member of any religious order which en-
joined it. Thus a chalice might be placed on the
coffin of a priest, a mitre on that of a bishop. I
believe the horse of the Prince Imperial was led at
his funeral. I have an idea, too, that swords
and coronets, &c, are placed on the coffins of
those entitled to the honour. No one would
imagine either was of any use. " N. & Q." is cer-
tainly not a medium for religious controversy,
but when correspondents, like CUTHBERT BEDB
and MR. ROBERTS, reiterate such absurd matter as
this as funeral folk-lore, I think it demands some
notice. J. W. SAVILL, F.R.Hist.Soc.

Dunmonr, Essex,

CLERICAL TITLES (5th S. ix. 348, 376).—The
terms "Honourable" and "Venerable" seem to
have been applied as a matter of course to institu-
tions chartered by the Crown or persons holding
high commission. The " Honourable James Wolfe "
was, and I hope is still, the sign of a public house


